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DEPARTMENT OF STATK 


MOimOVlA. LIBERIA' 



Ho. 691 


December 23rd f 1912 


In reply to your despatch Ho, 66 dated the 21st of 


Decanter, and in further confirmation of Department f s Ho* 692 
addressed to your predecessor on the 19th of November last, 

I have the honour to state that the Government of Liberia scree 
to the termination of the Angle-Liber tan Commercial Treaty of 
the 21st of November 1648, in respect of the British Colonies 
of Papua and Norfolk Island as proposed by His Britannic 
Majesty's Government as well as to the method of placing on 
record the arrangement agreed to between the two Governments 
in the matter herein referred to by this exchange of Motes. 

VIth renewed assurances of my high consideration add 

respect. 


I have the honour to be 


Sir t 


Your obedient servant 


To His Britannic Majesty's 
Acting Consul-General 



MONROVIA 





BRITISH RECBIVKR 

<§THE CHIEF INSPECTOR--©F CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA. 


To 


R. C, F, Maugham Esquire , 

His Britannic Majesty 1 ® 

Consul-General, MOHRQVIA* 


December 18th* 191E 


Sir, 



From the attached copy of minutes of the meeting of 
the Receivership held on the 16th. instant it will be seen 
that the German Receiver has entirely changed his position in 
regard to the claim of the General Receiver to locate Receivers 
without reference to the Receivership* His volte-face my 
conceivably have been influenced by the suggestion that in 
supporting the French and British Receivers he was making it 
difficult for the General Receiver to locate him at Monrovia 
in accordance with a prior agreement* Instead of maintaining 
his first position the German Receiver has now gone so far as 
to accord the General Receiver a right which the latter has 
already admitted he is not given by the loan Agreement — the 
right to designate the districts to be supervised by Receivers, 
as afwt apart from the designation of the respective Receivers 
to be located in ouch districts. 

While he would doubtless have liked to continue his 
support of the French Receiver and iqyself in our efforts to 
establish the authority of the Receivership as opposed to the 
prerogative of the General Receiver on debatable points in the 
reading of the Loan Agreement, the German Receiver has evident¬ 
ly been irqpressed with the wisdom of abandoning any attitude 
which might iuperil his own location at Monrovia, He would, 

I am assured, have raised no objection to the location of the 
French and British Receivers in accordance with their wishes; 
but in the interests of his own location he has been constrained 
to conform to the views of the General Receiver, 

* 

With the help of the German Receiver, Mr* Paige 
Clark can, of course, command a majority vote of the Receiver¬ 
ship, I do not, theref ore, personally propose to pursue 
further the matter of location in the Receivership Council 
at present. 


fhe General Receiver having stated, to illustrate 
the lack of any disposition on his part to give precedence to 
any Receiver, that he is in favpur of rotation of districts 
after a period which he is not prepared to name, I am now 
endeavouring to discover if the Liberian Government would 
withdraw its opposition to the location proposals of the 
French and British Receivers if a yearly rotation of districts 
were arranged: the first assignation of districts being made 
to meet the wishes of each Receiver* By this method could 
be avoided the suggestion of partiality which must inevitably 
arise if the German Receiver's wishes alone arc met in the 
matter of hie location; while the yearly rotation of districts 
should do much to allay the fears that art apparently enter¬ 
tained by the Government, and bhich have found expression in the 
remark that it was not desirable for each Receiver to have a 

fixed 

/ A /ucj 
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■fixed sphere of influence. The fact that the Siberian 
Government, while dissenting from the arrangement already made 
on behalf of the German Receiver, realizes its inability 
effectually to oppose it, may be offered as some inducement to 
accord equally favourable treatment to other Receivers in the 
manner indicated* I am inclined to think that an alteration 
in the attitude of the Liberian Government on this question 
would not be without an effect upon the General Receiver. 

The first year of the Receivership is in my opinion 
the most ift^portant to the French and British Receivers as far 
as their location is concerned. 



I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 


OA „ 


British Receiver of Liberian Customs 


* 








CUSTOMS RECEIVERSHIP. 


Minutes of Receivership Council meeting December 16th. 1912* 


The BRITISH RECEIVER stated that he had been advised that the 
British Government had not understood that the location of 
Receivers would be held to be the unquestionable prerogative 
of the General Receiver. 

The FRENCH RECEIVER stated that the Trench Government was of 
practically the same opinion as the British Government. The 
Trench Consul, however, had wired again and was waiting a reply. 

The GERMAN RECEIVER stated that the German Government under¬ 
stood that the General Receiver in leading the Receivership 
had the right of designating the places where Receivers should 
be stationed and naming them for those places. 

* 

The GENERAL RECEIVER stated that the Secretary ef State had 
cabled from Washington on December 5th. that the Department 
appr*ved his stand regarding the location of Receivers, citing 
Art. 4, Sect. A, para* 3, of the Loan Agreement. 

The BRITISH RECEIVER asked if the Receivership was to under¬ 
stand that the German Receiver was not then in a position to 
confirm the attitude indicated by his support of the motions 
proposed on the 4th* and 5th. instants in regard to the 
asserted right of the General Receiver ■ to direct, i.e*, order 
the movements of Receivers and consequently to locate them 
without reference to the Receivership 

#■ 

The GERMAN RECEIVER replied that with reference to the question 
of Mr. Sharpe he begged to refer to the understanding reached 
at the meetings of the Receivership on the 4th. and 5th. 
instants, that the Receivers should ask through their respect¬ 
ive Consuls the opinion of their Governments in the matter; 
and since his Government had given him its clear understanding 
in the matter that the General Receiver in leading the 
Receivership has a perfect right of designating the places 
where Receivers shall be stationed and naming them for those 
places, he was no longer in the position to confirm the attitude 
in question. 


(The foregoing are the full minutes on the 
subject of location of Receivers as 
recorded by the General Receiver on the 
16th. December and approved by the 
Receivership.) 
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Hie Britannic Majesty’s 


Consul-General, MONROVIA. 

HP 

December lltb.1912,/9 


Six, 

X have the honour to acknowledge your reply of the 
10th, instant to my conrjunicutlon of December 7th* 

The location of Receivers hae not been discussed 
by the Receivership since the 5th* instant, when the General 
Receiver closured the discuBsion of that subject after 
asserting his prerogative in the matter and inviting Receivers 
to seek their remedy as they might see fit* As soon as the 

i 

German Receiver is in a position to state the result of the 
enquiries he is understood to be. making in connexion with the 
issue, it is possible that an advance may be made towards a 
solution of the difficulty* I have been told in private 
conversation by the General Receiver that if the Receivers are 
prepared to confirm their view indicated in the motions of 
the 4th. and 5th* instant, he will request that a proper 
authority be asked to construe the Loan Agreement on the point 
at issue. If, however, the G#m»n Receiver should elect 

9 

to dissent from the French and British Receivers as a result 
of his enquiries, his aid will enable the General Receiver 
to maintain the position the latter has adopted, without 
recourse to a legal construction of the Agreement. 

The General Receiver has given me an undertaking to 
place on the Receivership agenda for consideration early next 
week the proposed contract with a bank to deal with the 
entire sum collected as assigned revenues * The projected 
foerraann bank will doubtless submit a tender. It is not to 
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the advantage of the Bank of Britieh West Africa or, in my 
opinion, of the Receivership that permanent hank arrangements 
should he postponed. 



X am enclosing herewith for your perusal a letter 
I have received from the Secretary of the Treasury, in the last 
paragraph of which the Secretary expresses a view of the 
functions of members of the Receivership which has also been 
put before me verbally by His Excellency the President and 
again yesterday by His Excellency the Secretary of State, 

I shall be glad if you will kindly return this letter at your 
convenience. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 




British Receiver of Liberian Customs* 









BRITISH RECEIVER 


OF CUSTOMS, 


THE GH4 



MONROVIA. 


Ills Britannic Majesty's 

Consul-Oeneral, 

JWHR0VIA* * December 7th. 1912, 19 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that in consequence 
of a disposition on the part of the General Receiver of Customs 
to decline to consult the Receivers on the question of their 
location in the Republic, or to make any statement of his view 
upon the subject, X proposed the motions and put the questions 
detailed in the attached extracts from the minutes of Receiver-* 
chip Council meetings, with a view to arriving at a definite 
issue upon what can hardly fail to prove a matter of importance 
in the constitution of the Receivership* 

The extracts given are the full minutes on the 
subject* It will be seen that the General Receiver has based 
his position upon the phrase in Article 4a, para* J, of the 
Loan Agreement, which states that * Receivers shall act 

under the direction of the General Receiver ■; and he is 
evidently disposed to read into that phrase a maximum degree of 
personal control. The difficulty that faces him in the 
location of Receivers has strengthened his disposition to order 
the movements of Receivers without reference to the Receiver¬ 
ship* 


I have not yet heard It contradicted that in the 
early stages of the loan negotiations an understanding was 
arrived at bp which the German Receiver would be located at 
Monrovia* The General Receiver cannot well ignore this prior 
understanding; but he is certainly averse to any similar 
arrangements securing compensating advantages to the French 
and British Receivers, If, therefore, he can construe from 
the Loan Agreement a right to locate Receivers without consult¬ 
ing them, he will at least be able to ignore the wishes of the 
French and British Receivers in the matter of their location* 
Granting this right, and the disposition to exercise it in the 
case of the German Receiver, it is doubtful whether the General/ 
Receiver would be prepared to oppose the wishes of the allied 
Amerlran and German banking houses participating in the loan* 

* 

The three Receivers would, I believe, agree on the 
question of their lOMtlon, provided the German Receiver were 
allowed to remain at Monrovia. It is not unlikelfr that on 
account of this possible agreement among Receivers the General 
Receiver is not prepared to submit the question to a vote of 
the Receivership, apart from his desire to establish an 
unquestionable right to control the movements of Receivers* 

If this right is accorded the General Receiver, he may, if 
he chooses, use it in conjunction with other provisions of the 
Loan Agreement to cover a considerable scope of arbitrary 
action. 

It was the hope of the General Receiver that the 
issue Indicated herein would not be raised until the Receiver¬ 
ship was in working order, and until its members had acquainted 
themselves with Customs work* For the latter purpose my 
services have been enlisted; and X have also been requested 
















BRITISH RECEIVER 

THE Ciller INOrC-CTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA, 


jg His Britannic l£ajeaty ( a 

Consul-General, 

MOEBDVIA, 


December 7th* 1912* ^ 


to continue the supervision of the revenue service until the 
General Receiver Is in a position to assume it. There 
seems to be no reason shy I should share the General Receiver*s 
desire to postpone a controversial issue until my services are 
more dispensable than at present. 

I am Inclined to think that if the assignation of 
Receivers Is left to the General Receiver he will endeavour 
to retain the enthusiastic co-operation of Receivers as far 
as in his opinion is compatible with the successful working 
of the Receivership. In the course of private conversation 
he has expressed the opinion that Receivers should rotate in 
their districts, the first asaiejuaents being made in the 
immediate interests of the revenue and of the Republic* This 
is a view which has long been held by the Liberian Government, 
If, however, the prior arrangement in regard to the German 
Receiver Is allowed to stand it Is difficult to see how can 
be maintained that absolute equality between Receivers of 
which the General Receiver has expressed himself in favour. 


I may add that the deliberations of the Receivership 
have been conducted in an entirely amicable spirit. It 
appears to be the general desire of Receivers to arrive at a 
clear understanding of the effect of the various terms of the 
Loon Agreement* In the present instance each Receiver has 
been left with no alternative but to refer the question at 
issue to the representative of his own Government, 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 



cX 





&/l7LC. 


British Receiver of Liberian Customs. 














extracts prom hihutes op customs receivership council^ 


* Me atIns 4-12-12 . 

1* Moved by British Receiver! Seconded by French and German 
Receivers t- 

"That the phrase in article 4 of the Loan Agreement, 
viz; "Receivers ....... shall act under the direction 

of the General Receiver” is not construed by the 

Receivership to mean "Receivers...shall act under 

the orders of the General Receiver". * 

The General Receiver declined to put the motion on the 
ground that the Receivership cannot construe the Loan 
Agreement. 


2. Moved by the British Receiver, Seconded by the French and 
German Receivers :- 

"That the objection of any Receiver to an order of 
the General Receiver be submitted to and voted upon 
by the Receivership". 

The General Receiver declined to put the motion on the 
ground that he was guaranteed by the Loan Agreement the 
right to direct, i.e., order, the movements of the 
Receivers, and that 1 the Receivership as such was not 
empowered by the Loan Agreement to question that right. 


Meeting 5-12*12. 

# 

Questions. 

The British Receiver asked the General Receiver 

"Has the General Receiver power to construe the Loan 
Agreement?." 

Answer "Ho". 


The British Receiver asked the General Receiver 

"Did not the General Receiver himself construe the 
Loan Agreement, in the course of his reply to the 
second motion proposed yesterday, by interpreting the 
word "direct" to mean "order"?* 

Answer :« The General Receiver did not attest to construe 
the Loan Agreement, but stated his opinion that he is 
guaranteed by the Loan Agreement the right to direct, 
i.e., order, the movements of Receivers, and there¬ 
after expressly denying the right of the Receivership 
of which he is himself a member to construe the Loan 
Agreement. 






Continued. 


Keetlng 5-12-12 . 


1. Hoved by the British Receiver, Seconded by the French and 
German Receivers t- 

"That in view of the General Receiver’s reply to the 
second notion proposed yesterday, In which the General 
Receiver ruled that the Loan Agreement guaranteed to him 
the right to direct, i*e, order, the movements of 
Receivers without reference to the Receivership, the 
General Receiver be asked to state i - 

1. The districts to which individual Receivers 
would be assigned by him. 

2. The names of the first Receivers he proposed 
respectively to assign to such districts. * 


The General Receiver said that question 1 of the motion was 
H question that he admitted without argument as being 
within the privileges of the Receivers* 

He declined to put the motion because it was a divisible 
motion, question 2 being of similar iaport to other 
motions put in the course of the discussion. 

The right to direct the movements of Receivers, and 
consequently to assign them to their posts, was a 
prerogative of the General Receiver guaranteed to him 
by Art. 4A, para. 3 of the Loan Agreement. The question 
as to What are the prerogatives of the General Receiver 
was not a question requiring Joint action, (Art.7). 

The General Receiver had not the power, and certainly was 
not inclined, to wave any of his prerogatives. The 
General Receiver declined to submit to the Receivership 
any question relating to the prerogatives of the General 
Receiver. He declined to discuss the question further, 
or to entertain further motions on the subject. 

Receivers were at liberty to seek their remedy'as they 
might see fit. 

Later, the General Receiver said that he hoped the 
Receivers would proceed forthwith to seek their remedy, 
in order that the question might be speedily settled. 











His Majesty 1 * Government in the welfare of Liberia, that in 
entering upon thie new regime, that this friendship and 
sympathy which has so long subsisted between our two Govern¬ 
ments will still be continued and further strengthened in 
all the future relationship of the two countries* 

I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 



Acting Secretary of State* 









M 0 IT R 0 V I A, 


8th, November 1912 


Sir* 


Ab various rumours are being circulated concerning the 


circumstances attending the death in Monrovia of the late Hr, Lawrence 
Chief Engineer of the s/s ^Shonga 1 * , and as some of these rumours are 
prejudicial to my reputation professionally! 1 beg to state the 
exact facts relating to my attendance upon the deceased. 


On the 25th, June last I was called to visit the decea ed 


on board the s/s w Shonga M , and found him suffering from Llaekwater 
3? ever* The Captain proposed he should be sent ashore t and I approved 
tile step, as the deceased’s condition was serious. He was duly 
landed and taker, up to the residence of Mr. Mild, The Agent of the 
Elder Dempster Company, I secured a nurse, and went to prepare such 
drugs as were ecessary* I then received a letter from the Captain 
of the ’’Shonga* 1 , addressed to Mr. Wild, and communicated by him to 
me, expressing the wish that X should obtain " second advice’* , I 
fcrent to call on the only available medical man in whom I had any 
confidence - Dr*Crum, the American Consul-General. He was unfor¬ 
tunately laid up with malaria. I then wrote to Hr, ild telling 
him that I only knew of Dr, Crum who could give any efficient 
co-operation in the circumstances, and that he was too ill t leave 
his bed, I added that if he (Hr.Wild) knew of any other medical 
man available that he could send him to me. To my great astonish¬ 
ment a nejro from sierra Leone, by name 0*Cole, cane to me half an 
hour afterwards, saying he had been sent by r. Wild, 


This ITegro, O.Cole, admits being only a native herbalist j 
he practices ju-ju, otherwise Meet Africa:!sorcery and witchcraft, sells 


talismans and counter-poisons of every kind (magical and otherwisej f 
resorts to mesmerism to awe the natives, as well as t palmistry, 
clairvoyance,enc antaents,divination, fetichism, animal sacrifices, 

etcetera* tj© thus lives by exercising the black art among the 
natives of the Coast,who wholly believe in it^to a much greater 
extent than they do in the principles of Christianity, although t h «y 


claim to be Christians, and own proportionately more churches, cha>els 







i d preachers of various denominations than probably any other 
count if/. 


I, however, received the negro, and endeavoured to ex¬ 
plain to him the trouble from which the deceased was suffering* He x 
made two or three strange remarks, of which I shall only give one 

here as an example of his ear ignorance. I stated that the deceased 

% 

had, anuria* Cole did not understand the term, so I patiently went 
on to explain to him that the deceased's kidneys were not filtering, 
etc. After reflecting for a while he suddenly exclaimed;- f, \Te will 
‘'draw off the ater. * I ended my statement of the case by saying 
that we would see the deceased to/ether in £he morning, 

Hext mo min ; I called at hr. Gild' s house at about nine 
o'clock, and found the deceased in much the same condition as on 
the previous night* The nurse then told me that O.Gole had come 
at about eleven o'clock the previous night, and had administered 
certain substances and attended to him in his own way, 

I then desired to see Mr. Wild.who, I may say, reluctantly 
appeared, I wished to bring to his notice this breach of etiquette 
» nd to tell Mm that I wae formally opposed to the negro treating 
the deceased without ny knowledge and assent* Mr. Wild showed from 
his attitude tha^t he wasaware of what was to be the subject of the 
conversation, and preserved a significant silence, 

I told him that I was astonished that he should have chosen 
this negro herbalist to assist me professionally, and that the said 
Cole had taken the liberty of coming not only without e me to see 
the patient, but also to administer his o to medicines, ?Ir*Wil& offered 
no explanation of the negro's undue behaviour, nor did he express 


any surprise. He appeared to be quite satisfied with the course 
taken by the said Cole* Having in vain waited a sufficient time for 
Mr, TCild to speak, I felt it was useless to carry on the conversation^ 
so I said;- "I see, Mr. Wild, that I am not wanted here 11 . Another 
equally significant silence on the part of r . Wild left me no other 


course but that of retiring, and I left saying lf Well, Mr. r ild, I 
"hope he (the negro Cole) may be successful* Good Horning" 

As was only to be expected, Cole boasted all over Monrovia 











V 


thai: He had superseded mb, that he had a white nan for a patient, 
d tnat he would sa e him. A -few days afterwards the late ”r. 
Lawrence was *ouried.> 

I nay add that I am a ?iajor in the Medical service of 
tne Prenaa Colonial Amy , and that I have had experience of tronical 
pathology since 1394, when 1 first went out.to-itfw^-sptes. 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

You© obedient servant. 


p 


OC 


Doctor In Hedinine of the 

University of Prance,etc...etc. 


# 


IT# *Y* ,H* . Paris Esq*, 

Acting British Consul-General, 


V 


Monrovia* 









DEPARTMENT 


OF STATE 


MONROVIA, LIBERIA 


No. 571. 
Consular (F) 


November 8th, 1912. 


f 


l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 


of year codaunication No*77 of the 5th Instant asking 
to be informed as to what steps the Liberian Government 
had taken to protect the lives and property of British 
subjects at the reported disaffected areas of River Cess 
and Grand Hassa; and also as to whether there is any 
real cause for the existing and increasing anxiety on the 
port of foreign residents in the said places* 



In reply* I bog to state that the Liberian Gov* 


ernment has taken every precaution to safeguard the lives 
and property of all foreign residents in the disaffected 
areas of River Cess and Grand Basse* 


The troubles existing there arose from the en 


foroement of the law forbidding the sale of guns and gun¬ 
powder to the natives; and which Liberia Is bound to do 

« 

as c signatory to the Brussels Convention* 


The Kroos and Baosaa endeavored to consolidate 


against the flovemoient and began by closing the port of 
River Cess and threatening the traders at that point* 
troops were at once sent down* first seventy-five men of 


the 


K, Y* H, ^arks* Bsq., 

His Britannio llajeety 1 © Acting Consul-General* 
MONROVIA* 



— 


- 





- 


f 


- 2 


the Liberian Frontier Force under the command of Kajor 
Ballard, these landed at River Gets, demolished the re¬ 
bellious toMme and disove the natives inter forward, The 
natives hearing that the Government vms sending troopo 
against them, thought to intimidate the Government by 
threetoning Grand Bases; the Government thereupon sent 
fifty-three men of the Frontier Force to Grand Basse* 
Thfe^c&njunction with the local Militia have succeeded 
in restoring some order at this point. At River Cess 
the natives ar% already coining in and submitting to the 
authority of the Government, 

The unrest existing therefore, is to a large 
extent anticipated; . 1 assure you that the Government 

will do all in its power to safeguard the lives and property 
of foreign residents in Liberia, 


1 have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient eer 


7»V 











DEPAR mmt OF STATE 


MONROVIA, LIBERIA 


Ho* 540 
Consular (F) 


October 26th* 1912 


f 


Sir* 

I have the honour to forward to you herewith 
thti QBSBEVATIGHE OF THE LIBERIAJI GOVEKHMEHT OH 
TKB REPLY OF DAVID ATT IA TO ITS MEMORANDUM 
HUMBER 50035, DATED AUGUST lBth ( 1910* which Is 
the final Medorandura on this subject. 



1 have the honour to be 


Sir 


your obedient servant 



Hie Britannia Majesty *n 

Acting Consul-General 
MONROVIA 
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a 

* 


V 


JvcTT^nt of S?’- that rcijht ’iivo hooji done to ir./ht' i throu Lnvt 
7 rr^o Court does 

not ''hew inhigt- f'o whole proeeatiinrs of ’ 1 lo-or ••• •tv t 'Tratstt 
loe»if •uiy.w’v* 

done ^Ilftilly." . ’.nsa wore "done * *11 tally," 


Reasons sat forth 
.> ttia j.ot 

suffloU. t Cor 
iutar , 'Qi.tl<Hi at 
that eta a by ].■ 

:..*3 0<r JX'i!r>a.:t» 





"ha Liberia; Cover ' it the roa- 

<a aet 1 forth oai ;■ i a .*? of ./.itta'n Reply W9 i ot 
sufficient to Iw3 Justin*? the Intervention of ;. 

U*s Her inara t lit fils L ihalf it that sta a of the 
rmooofltr.'.’s of the '"iso as r./ttia hui * ;♦* ’ * n7 
■KL aJ. Iron the instructio.is of tho Attorney Qo.ieral 
ana the ifaolsloj.s of the lower om rts to the 1’resi¬ 
dent and the Supreme Court respectively. j. oo the 
Llberlau Gir'arhrant still aclhorea to its ; ositiou 
tint the intervention of T. ,'u fJorari8W.it t behalf 
of *Mla ho «an x , a ed 1; llti atIons 1 

the nonrts* ’'in a T Tjrtnre i 7 iternat tonal rmoeefl- 
L . b t. contrary to ordinary laten it!o ;i .al usage. 


*7ith reference to the SMprene court of Liberia 

iiOt does Attla twolarlua ’'mated* 11 .i... v vU. to ill u touts tnd 
disassociate I-.Lr-r— 

self fro;- frauds pirroeoB the series of eases filed 1; the court ba- 
■uaI oousrInietas 

pointed out bv low of :d visa County, . ir./ttia is nil :«* 
Stfrato Court? 

Dn r, Rigby, the (Kr-or. ^it of niserla vouiu ? o 
t. teres lad. to Lnonr :.y slat ratiiod of reuson-Li* .i .-a 

argument does ir.Attin liisasnoolAte himself ib*or the 
frauds ;uiil oou.sp Ironies j ot.toci out y the Suprara 
Court In its hulLBont - the eon* letitaos of '"Mob is 
i ot ties •tael or- disputed ’r.fttia. 


■ 




Affidavit o? i::- 
>i k. o trean of 
o In .al iffaot 
as a jl.si - lets 
sJi forth l.. rj- 
e Is. 


/ 


3. 

As to the affidavit of es-dtu. .a J.: ."raei: ys- 
I'errad to Qb p'it.8 2 >f .ir.Attlft's haply to slim? the 
?»Isifcj of the records of the court of Gr.-i.iU BassA 
with reference to the final Judtnent jivau ju« tho 
.'.otion of ; or jo losure, tha Liberian Gcr-jriuajui still 
maintains the position taken as sat fort!: on >-a,,a 5 
lu its lario-.-mten of iteply to hvAttia's Claim, to 
the following affect, "f it oven if t' • ; inti bean 

^ ^ — m *> ^ >^Tip '» Ji - Jr 

such a statement or affidavit of tha Jud-ye It would 
he of no lac^l effect as against the olaar, unmtsts** 
i • la fades of tha records." 



Tha T t.horlau conjrxtmo-it denies the assertion 


Ass art to: that 
r. • 'tin’. .i~ 
'u.rtited to Inti* — 

•••’.! M ' ’tel:- - 

aftay t- 

of .h-prana Court, 
not tpia. 


made '; -r.Attia on ra .a Q of htc ■■ ty t!>at the 
LI! erion Oovg*. reinstated j,i:.3reafi to ito 
JnOdO of tha Court of Quarter 3essto;is of brand Ras- 
sa Comity hmeM itoly-after tha ina^raant of tha Sn~ 


frame Court was rendered in F<U«-yiry 12th.1003, and 


•i"" 1 .-v! that - v.croon's snhee >t appointment to 


k;j JiiUjiStUi . the Ireslcaut of "11 aria wns alto- 

His subseta<it 

appoint- n't mi- tether eoted with tho results of the Issues 

oo.u.jotad with 

results of r»s>ias of r.Atiii’ * visa L. the Supreme Court. r.Attla 
of iiti [ f g 

will hardly dispute the fact that there Is a differ- 
j: oo 1 atwoau the ro-t; stutti... Into nil offloo and tha 
a;; oli tma.it t rt n. o'’toe. 


As ro ards V ) instruotlone alleged hy tr.Attla 
1 v i * of ’-Ih "jT'ly to ••a-e ■ >ei. raeet'CXt from tha 





■f ft-.#'* 4 “W* 


AllO; atloii 1 ;• 
Attta th it tie 
County Attormy 
was IiMnioted 
iiOt to alio*. him 
t-- yroBeouto 'll ’ 
r jr fury, ..ot 
pvbsT'uitiitat ty 
■ roof. 


l.j .jut •):. «>.« sorer,n*»t ' the ■"’■eiuity . ■ < or,.r 
treating fcto iiofc to alio? Attla to yrosrwnte tliglqr 
for norfirry, tho Liber l-au nararjmiit fnlnlts that 
other t!nui tho rare stat noi it of the '’or.ity At tor..ay 
mtie at the tt’^o * fthont the fa oiflsiyo usi dir xjttou 
or ?13 '.TT ~3i't *h3 r soo:x:8 of f ) 'Ymrt of 


w\ Omsnty - r: n. ohldh Lr.Attti Milan to «r!rfort 
' to 8f. it maiit 1:; t" If* rorr Jot - uo -if shir? tbit nry 


suoh iii8trnotlm« ails ;ed to ’ ; > ‘du ^l^au to the 
Conuty Attorney by the haan of tho Qorajwapu^ ww 
e&ihitod or rrtxawecl l- oo«rt» or that they at 
ru.\ tiro i -fln'.acU 


Attly 3 OUT. J- 

^ 1* LiotS 

the alle itlou. 


y fir^Attia’a own atatorant n. i'\& i » ooo- 
tio- 2 of hid 3aply» the latter nirhea Q u ira. : . 
uud^o Komtodj of tho Loathly and J'rohita "rent of 
Grand :wsa to i**TUt,by to le !sauted by ’.in to tho 
Prafiltiant at .’{onrwla nor or remhocl lt« doatLatio., 


how than Kaos Mr.Attla mako tho stateroent that in- 


atnwtloaip were Ivan to T o Comity Attorney V; tho 


ham of the Qnvjrnnant not to rronoouto Itghy ’or 
jwrlnry ta visit the mreust of llhorla finds tn- 


' JWn,. «•— i 3 

CosuitJ' Attorney 
via :iot l"nedlato- 
L.V A lo-’lpgoi. for 
f 3 filsa 
,gt it jnout. 


; oaaible to v. /lorntand, As to tho Liharlon <r *m- 
m.;t not lisalli*;. «ltl the County Attorney at tho 
tisa itfion he mne tho false statement of Larin. re- 
oalvoil instructions from the head or the Ore er nsufc 
. ot to i rosoouto Rljby, it wae lr^ osalblo for uiy 
oil f-tei s to li ra been troadiatoly -y the 








t!-3 j :t -ta the u.nrwm.taJsla stateneut of the 

County Attorney v-as .tot Irmi.ht to tla not too n? the 
'ov j iimjist Mill sorotlwe ifton artts, t' 3 County At¬ 
torney was pmhseqtiai '.lsgerl frnr office. 


r.Jobnso.. - 
patron Tor .'. tin, 
raccrue of t\o 
I.a! eas Genoa oosa 
sohstaittlatas this 
r-ot. 


.•‘Ifch j J iru ;o fie stvti' i, i on pa a Z of 
Attia’a Aai Xy t; : ut jj]%Johti 8 iiu ulA not appear in Ms 
jlialf* Li tits oaso of . a! sria Cor] ns oir.l of his :.nt 

: pm* n- sot r.Ao!. on; man tPo re- 
Lira to is 1-ofciLC* tlia Llherian Gmum- 


"a.a sui^its tint o mltor Isoiv truiS! serous the rx3- 
nory of r,. ttla rijst .ow ?o ’ :a la* tip be to : Im 
yet •' 3 f iot of a-,.join.so* i avf. r v o the rottirn to 
t : >3 -Tit of Aa! rua nonns in A ttia* a 1 afcnlf mu! th-iro- 
wncjlne hi)} attorney to the raoonls Is fully son- 
stantlatac ly the records In t?ie 1 )is ^oirtis case. 


’.'If - regard to t' j alia eti T rihsry of Jt:u_.e 

i. i Kiy * • tu to o< ra a G of jr.Attla* i T l3ply, 

Aouey to J”vi 3 t a : il »ri y. :/v or. riant still r ,ili tains tint the 
’ aiuiacty cannot 

• a ooi.elua’-act arwunt of twenty-five uollars r sealvau t>y Jisttya 

as a l rii e,Co”- 

omrrant attll • jouIu not he oousttforatl :is a 

raL.t-v.:3* 

; ill a i 'ran ♦..ttia*" «*-v s*.owjU v t'a aimu t ’.hug 
_ to on -_a j . auy was found to bo noted Li Al u - 

I*. * rsamo runain ni e n,i the meu i.ay It was ;1 t»u 
m: a lo-ui to t' a Jnd. e who tael an looonat with 1U - 
’ V fir* la tine previous to the snlt 1 afeon 
Attic li t P.ljiy* 



V 




w 

V 

» 

Pr j .t*s rsiv- 

9011 for aski 
) to rooign? 

IlTd 3 frilltv of 

rw3 offlilal 
ilaorattoiu 

?!i 3 reason, lioKtrasr* * iiloii actuated t!io rresi- 

<iont to aafc the JwlL«a for hi3 resignation rvjj that 

a 

Jud^ ) ' ajiauily r.w jnlltj or grave official indis¬ 
cretion tn obtaining a loon from one or the parties 
Utliaut to % milt rar.dinn before Mn. 


Tilth re aru to t! » elrv* as -arts gainst fc*»e 

'Titan til3 Att r- 
n<$ il -i- 

o3;-t‘3Cl rotaiiur 

tr^ 'ItJw*' - T ' 
r ) a ftmiMSlor- 

T.t-lo.Tvvond 

: jr^lttod tL t;3 

fc Lr™ to or^ o In 

1 pr iotloe, 

SaTj r;raotL03 la 

VO 113 lli .v, luiu 
ii tr r.*ttMr ^3- 

JfcSl.t > Li 3. 

f 

• 

/ttornay Tei aval t'ua* he -rmerted a retainer fro™ 

. • ’ , it has already beau j’otnted out Li tha 

* 

harcraaatiL-a of the Liberian Ocmanneut# that the 
Attorney General, at tine was ] x: to oar- 

i ,j& ti. I'/lyiEto practice* Is pzwUM was In 

*t*o. n j Ut ^.laud n^tli vlthUi recant years. 'Tie 

4 . ,ot .» i. j .*orJ . !<Ej lit tiOu Uut iit it! j tj l *t- oi titfi 

I mpus rfaaoar.it oa© 1- :-plaint, ir. which Sir Vll- 
Han loruoit ras plaintiff* in an notion of 

al , rward CLarSi, Solicitor General, nail 

nf o-'Hi.f»el for j lair.tif f. It Is a ratter of hin- 

torlo vl “ant , that In tmieoqnenee of the severe 
anlradverRlmta j assort upon the Prlne of 'Volos, aho 
arrearecl as a It ess In the ease* Htc salary of the 
Solicitor General vas reduced, anti an Act of Ttu*lla- 
; ; i t ' v- passed which rrohl! Hoc! the law officers of 
t e oi’cwji f-'o™ apj earl,.. In private cases. 

totil er _'”au 

1 afore r.i py r >t 

to i asm a \ ., he- 
a: 1 V w* '* rw -n 
c:iso* 

.• reference ;,o the ; >olj t ^lvan to 
it ’/111 he seen that the retainer was received on 
tho arrival of ’tr.TlljShy -it -onrorla fro** rsisl«*l 



7 . 


1 


’V, lufti pi: : te "or *imm 9 store fc v a trial o" the 
ism t'nrpw enlt hr •*, ttlft fjy Jr# 

?t •! y or nt of t *« i alli; 3d dataction of V'l lat- 


^'y Altavnay \m~ 
jral in Ms 'nra- 
el.ty is ooeneel 
it-1 *' , r rv s^r- 
3 d to dis v;o 
”1 * * Yo*' r "i‘ * 
fore if i j 3. ' ry t 7— 
to 3Hfo3£. 


f a * 1 3 *ifo* If Is nl-lrv’q ’v^ ■ *\e dooinartR rt- 
l id !?y r»Attta, that th s only istlM.no ;:tran to Hr* 
M;hy K *- tho Attorney Sonera!, in hie oar .olty vo a 
fwt!im0lor-at-lw, ?-ns t*^ a ■ Is sit astlon 

of ml:lit 1 fovsl! li :i..trj* 1 '» yrerlsas, am to 

•iM'Jal to tie co'irtfi for rettvoos; u>. r-a f.-wt that 


TfcO f 'Ot that 
r,l.jt;, ala not 

:ct r; '). i tfllj 
v•-**oo tltn "«^C 
t*a ‘lla^atlou of 
eoli ai.Oii uo twjjji 
the At tori oy Go - 
oral ana hlwself• 

"’• jrri •.»: : 3 .;o 
OO 40 3t*\3Ji 

OOTVOl x: i htn 
t i, lliist 
not;. irt :. 


3 ratal. w jiren 
r. Jo!:; ho . r Jt"'.*; - 
iC !,»- n, mj >: ;i n ' 
of /.Lll i*3 aaLLtit 
t ! '3 li t 

of tha j’ro-lwJiflfr 
at u tha Attorney 
ha; .ami o»‘ aoo' 
of Pharr as ratio : 

t> 4 Ot of of 

l . i > f l ■** 

tj i' ,v L js « 

C on. ty• 


r. ** b; -o Jinan to follow this ltr'iny* ■ itw-rovar 
ilia ntlnn tint thoro v.ns ooLlnslon ljetwean ttie 


. tir j; .j ami u» . jt. -IJjy. (iJae iittar x'Mffl 
HtJ>y to miry, vitli rofa-aueo to t’a AttOrnoy Ga»i>. 
r$l*s -h loa.) I. a.-.j v vo3 the r; o-^u of ontspl- 
mcy sou a ooniisalor atnl his ellJut, ns against 
the or'rosl ■"!" , la ahwirtl *uxt lyirensoiaihle. It 
rsv’ to hors statod that 'ir.TU ilrt that the ra- 
talo-jr *n sit hy "r.Tntr;*, In fstrsn'wno of *vi ar~ 
ra.' -orxit autorad Into hatwean that antlemn aixl 
Counselor : oh noil fn tha 1 attar 7 art of the yaar 
1008* in the rreseam of notmaolor J*A«fOllVsr (at 
r r 3 ; : t <oa of ’Iberia). oantly 


■ : r i il. -T ' in •-v , r ai r.'ll » * In V .1 f*o- 
80 . ... of>7*a of is in omtseqnonne 

of *tr.Att : -nkaa tl to’—jjittnc of the 

Pro*blent ain! *' » . ftornaj* Geueml* o w wrait of 
•.n,.i. ja i roujit 1 1 ' a. at -at tha fait as of tha 
hmirt* ai*« the f!mirt of '’otnon Plow of 




v ^ */-n t^Tt 


O r 'l'*’’ 'Y,' r< ^3,flr* t 




AttinAa Ji i-iOii 

that tit) At, rusy 
"aiuiral for " ! . ’: 
suhaauiently Ailae 
w. •: ' Ib13:vl1; . 


U:j Attorney '.enarai *tl i k w*= stt, m'ro nont to the 
tlrja tho retainer Is allayed to ’ ■ ■■• e ! een rotA$M» 
.18 eannaol To: ( :r#St"by It t! 3 Sup^ro Owirt* la 
falsa ana ■ - I ll >f lfWi r .Johnson# 


A j A ,v- Toiiera!# "~w tr■ ' nprad to tho P:r.\rt- 

■■Oi t oT :',t ■* i, noli sMooeodau u> f j Attorney Setto- 
■• llshlr !y the I'owmraMe !'.rir<• It wa tMa 
AUntlecju who appeared In.tho Supreme v b- 

foetlors fwirtit. !> 3on offered, ho rltlxiraw from the 
mao. 


Ar*Attia conrlaius that tha Attorngs noneml 
intarferocl In tha oases to his detriment# ’ nt t)ic 
docr.' T ' 3 nts olaivly ohm- that the 1. tervanitioi. of that 


"Tiraa rmsons wiy 
Attorney 3 jt-oI 
r ia invoked to In¬ 
tervene) i y Att ■ i, 
aid in hla ! efialf» 


offleer was invoked hy .tlKsolf: 

1 . A3; the ease of : ; : . ;vs triad awl 

determined in the hly Court of livum 
DAesa County. 

C. i.i the -alter of the Writ of ronoosaion 

isnad by the Jud^e of' tho Court of Comon 
‘.less of'Or.»’il "K’ i ‘Jnv.i.ty .1: ooiteamienaa 
of raleo ro”f'9<-or.t r '.tlo; n r ule ' : >*Attla 
to t"v3 President# the Attor: y 1 D'arnl, 
anti the -hicijo of the oV.d ~ourt. 


| . in ' ■ J of 1 area fit against him 

hy T.P.lJiy. 


Char o that Attor¬ 
ney ’ j. mil order¬ 
ed eoamary lirras- 
tloations to 1 j 
lie lU, ot ■ oj'i.o 
out by dooiroa; <ta 
filed In this mat¬ 
ter. 


a oTw\ e that the' aivanry tir'eatt^ation held 
? *■ fiHii Gross# pan ordered the Attorney "orr-al 
la not borne out i; the tfoountttts filed In lftt« *nt- 
i, :<ie letter to Juti^a iross# detail Deooftar 
17th# 1906# a few days before the mating of t’ie Court 






V 









Court ol Jas'.’.ott ileae ef Crn./i «p:i Oaunty, thr? 


Attfln.os, General u^labu thb dr'.i-j* to o*»ll up V "> 
tor .03 nno;: sr. 







Pj-ocooaiit-n of rut whether t! o l;i’i-ti. •>,'lo: -v halil liilii m 

V a lrragtljjitlo; 

.if>t contrary to or 1;; s, tt ■.»?: -eotfglly <*«!* ltt«$ that the 

Insr. ✓ 

rrooeutilnjjs wero ot {wntr®*? to law. 


'Jourts tii i r a- 
ria io Kirin tg- 
t ratio. of *vs»- 
i too follow S: -I- 
tnta laws or Li¬ 
beria, Comom law 
nf Greet Britain, 
whan not rapv - 
itu-t to ny lr.lt ( 'f 
Coj.at’t't ’, trv- 
( 

m 


"he 'ourts of r.i* aria* la 

of .'ostloe, follow th 3 roue of yv.-jg.jn-T o y-osorl’ Si 
t:\j CtAtue lows of Liberia, the -~inrn s V»- of 


I rltaiii, Hm* It le not ren^ui to the srl- 

j£r ‘ ■ *■ % ‘ ^ 41 . ^ ( r -4? J 

rlt of the '’ofintltMtloii wit statute law* of T.lborla, 
ant; tli3lr ruioo of : rfttttlc8i n^ilflh iu jhwio&t 
Jsorltloa u j iuotou -u>.. the -ji^Usli ii'.votltw fol- 
lowed to a (jo..f*iao7-.Tl.le o::tant. Low ’ y roferauoe 


% 


Slrellarltj of 
llW oT Li i lr-j!u 

nu4 T IVorla whtiii 
rrowides for 
oil*"! jr : raotloa. 


to the judicature .lot or ' notes, It ’rill ho 

seen that anoic the oases which stay : o ’.3 v*ci ’?y the 
jvxUp in ch'rfhorn, o:. the ^ - v-ti ■ryl’T’.tlo: of a 
Forty# there t» "vx. Monad, f • . • • *.i ».o« te. 


the ro letratIon of h writ order affect in;- T usis. 


Lai; the Foratjn 
o rrloe or a s*. ito 
rl htfully act as 
. rt 0 -t to rorplaa 
":j ’ roe red i g 
of a indicia! trt- 
! -io.l of a foreign 
s’t 'jte? 


*T» Statute laws of Liberia else yroTtuo for ohcrihar 
r notice. hut rrg pose tu yooltion r .a t* en t'.at 
the JihI; i erred In Mr nMsie or .rrooenttre, -nu It he 
rlj;tft)lly held V at the roj-al^u bftrtee of a rtiia 
an ant -u? a jo- j-t of an:3al.t<i revleo the yrooasi- 
i.iijB of the ooi rt of u forolt?! etatJ? 


Irs a n ix& U* v !\tc , i a ^itiz-an ^ ‘ t T .3 

t ' \ MM* ' «V ■ *> ' ' i. . 






tka United States of . to* tnrolred the Interran- 
t!wi or * Derartmnt of Stats to gqrport oLaim 
p-ada a. iljist r ' exloan Oorermoant for an alio od 
tlOG 1* the ooorts of tliat state, hr. 
Baj am, the inerlom Secretary of State, in a 1 >t- 
tav to "error not * ’'ahrrary 17th, 1BSP, -acte the 
following observationsi "Yfluu application to rsuio 
to this Department for redress for the supposed in¬ 
jurious act Lon of a foreign Judicial trllr^al, such 
arrlloattOn can only ha sustained. on one of two 
Grounds:" 

"(1) name <i tssrtninatlor. apalnst t'a petitioner 
ae a ottlze i of the T *i;lt3d p+atan in hraaoh of 
treat;; obligations, or (p) -violation of th'ose rules 
for the rntnt manse of histteo In hidtolal Inlnrles 
r toll are sonotlonxi !•; International law.” 

"It Is tine that It Is atle.ed t’at there is 
a failure of histloo, and we-a this Department sLt- 
tl j a court of error. It ts not lurrobnhla tint 
there are points In the proooodln_s oorflalnau of 
In the a.L-ai. adjudication 1 afore ns which rcijit 
call for reversal. Brrt this iM; arUae.it is not 
a tribunal for the revision of foreign courts of 
justice, and it has been uniformly held ftgr ns that 
alst-okas of law or event of font by such tribunals 
ire not •.''ound "or our Interposition, unions they 
are in eon filet, ar aJ rr-e stated, alther r *tth ‘ reaty 
obit at Ions to citizens of the r tltod Ptates or not- 







settled i rlitfllfrlas of l; al law tu retreat 

to the aunliilati’atloa of fuatloa#" ( m '.oore's 

- u3r. ai3..-'_L }.%, I v,i I-J). 


'Tie Ubvlsn Qo^an^iit submits tint ttlrlo- 
mtlo 1 tor a. Uou is only rurnlssihle ’^ora there 

X * J 3 i, "Xl ii J tlv. '•• O. ’* ’1 or f'tO. 

Prt #w t’u-a i v -lal or fust lee In the tte- 

terrtmttor. of ..\f.-f er? To rt 1 -».«-* t'-M t**era 

DM ■ot. .'ap.Attla, as hm alrealj I xi:, shorn* 

In this natter’’ 

'■wli .. rrmtfulantl; o’ t vuioa fro- tl.a ooort a Vrit 
of ;>>:B 3 m.'o; plant* Mr In - orsesston or r > r->*3- 
iri-tJs 1 c.iFiuta, ’is joo. n ft?-a fraud *ns tllsno- 

/ 

’ wed, the Court tos ' wi4 to revoke Its ortier aiid 

to rantora mttorr ti r ; -.tr gie. otfr-'min® it “oriel 
hv-j o^!-) itself a party to ‘ o fraasu (Stories 
. 4 uitj tnurlsi maJi. 0 Q, Vol.i, pa&e MO). 


The At ft or* .e; t^aralM nA lew to the jra^a 


’’’ha Attorney 
la.-arvl'e ath-ioe 
t ' *' :■ 

O'eotliu. : vrty 
applyiu^ far 

rtrlt of posses¬ 
sions')*. .... LW 7 
In ni,-;Luill as 
well av tii I V r >- 

rla. 


tint tl'3 t irt: uiio npi 1 tea for a writ of possession 
Ttst s' or tint he ’-is obtained huirrent for the 
thti^. 1. tllapt te la sound law in 'fi-jland as nil 
as tn T,IT-aria# r.il i is Mtorred fror assert- 

l, that he*nr;3 o representation that ho ’’id ob¬ 
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DEPARTMENT 


oy STATE 


MONROVIA, LIBERIA 

>0.469(r) 

% 

Consular, B ept ember 21st, 1912* 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
jour despatch Ho* 66 of even date, informing the Department 
that the "British Government witnesses - six in all - with 
their attendant will arrive at Monrovia on Monday the 23rd 
instant by the British steamer 'Burutu 1 ", and requesting 
that the Liberian Government afford them every protection 
and aeelstance during their mission to Monrovia* 

In reply, I have to state that as the cases for 
which these witnesses were required have just been determin¬ 
ed and disposed of to*day, their services under the sircura- 
stancee would no longer be desired by the Liberian Govemmmt, 
%t is hoped therefore, that you will be able to 
convey this information to the Sierra Leone Government pre¬ 
vious to the departure of the "Burutu" from Sierra Leone* 

With assurances of distinguished consideration, 


I have the honour to be, 
sir, 


To His Britannic Majesty*s 
Acting Consul-General, 


■** 



XA./m-- a 


Your obedient servant, 


MONROVIA. 






F>vtn 


To 


293 A912. 

THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

i 

- MONROVIA. 


M* Y. H* p arks Esquire ( 

His Britannic Majesty's 
Acting Consul General 
Monrovia! R* l* 


August 51st 1011. 19 


sir, 

T have the honour to direct your attention to a 
matter that is, at the present moment! giving the Siberian 
Government much anxiety, vis, the importation of gunpowder 
in the baggage of Froobeys who are landed from certain 
"British steamers at Hasetown and other ports on the ?froo 
Coast„ 

The importation of Guns, Gunpowder and Cartridges 
into Liberia is now prohibited, and while steamers of the 
Woermann Line refuse to give passage back to Liberia to bops 
who have powder in their baggage, the British firm of T ohn 
ir olt t v go* T -td,, with Agency at ^uala, ^amerun, persists in 
taking such boys in their steamers and landing same at JTroo 
Ports in spite of Liberian Customs Regulations, The bs, 

* Thomas u olt " is reported to have lately landed at R&sstown 
as many as 500 kegs of gunpowder. 

The Liberian Government is very unwilling, at the 
present moment, to adopt stringent measures which might lead 
to serious trouble with the Froo tribes p and for the present 

- i 

merely wishisto lay the facts of the case before the firm of 

•Tohn ”olt & Co,, in the hope that this firm will fall into 

line with the German steamship linos and refuse to give 

passage to Kroohoys who have gunpowder in their baggage; and 

to this end I have been authorised by His Excellency the Pros! 

/ 

dent to write to Messrs. Holts Agent at Tiuala and also to 
their Head Office in Liverpool; also to bring the matter to jc* 
}our notice with the request, and in the hope that, the 


A® 









293,4912 contd. 

• THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 
* MONROVIA. 


To 



H* B* If* Consul ^neral, 
Monrovia, B* T** 


31/b/lii, is 




British foreign Office will lend its aid in assisting 
the Government of T iberia to carry out the terms of the 
Brussels Convention by also directing the attention of Messrs* 
■Tolm wolt & no, to the fact that, by landing Krooboys in 
Liberia with gunpowder in their baggage, the} are infringing 
the Customs T<aws of the Republic. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 





Actg.Chief Inspector of Hustome, E.n 






DEPARTMENT OP STATE 


MONROVIA,LIBERIA 


Consular (K-) 
Ho, 426* 


August 9th 1912, 


Sir 


Vith reference to the complaint made by 


two Hindus, employees of iff, Pahloomal BhoJraJ, an 
Indian merchant of Freetwon, Sierra Leone, of ill* 
treatment and deprivation of their property by 
Liberian troops under Colonel Lomax when in coiwaand of 
the Liberian Frontier Force at Kolahun on the Anglo* 
Liberian Boundary, I now beg to submit to you, the 
following statement of Colonel Lomax on the alleged 
incident:- 


*0n the afternoon of the 2?th of Hovem^ 
ber 1911, 1 was creditably informed by 
my Orderly and one of the Chiefs of Band!, 
that one Indian trader, Hr* Rot tinge, 
was found having private council with some 
of the Chiefe in the town (Kolahun) charing 
them, and saying ’that they would 



protected by the British Govern¬ 


ment, receive annual stipends for all their 
services f aad he thereby advised them (the 
chiefs) to become British subjects* 

Rottinge and Coodamal were also found 
selling spirits to the soldiers in Q& mp t 
without the knowledge of the Officer in 
Costnand, insulting and attempting to fight 
the soldiers in the service of the Govern¬ 
ment i 


Crediting 


U, Y* H. Parks, Esq*, 

Acting British Consul General, 

H* B, H's* Consul ate-General, 
MONROVIA, 









isi 



Crediting the native soldiers with goods 
when they had strict orders not to do so; 
and submitting bills to the Officer Command¬ 
ing the Liberian Frontier Force and when he 
refused to countenance said bills defamed 
the character of the Officer Commanding the 
Liberian Frontier Force as being a ro^ue in 
the presence of come of the Officers and 
soldiers. 

In the face of the above summarised 
facts* J addressed Hr* Rot tinge an order to 
vacate the Camp (Kolahun) within sixty minutes. 
Failing to comply with these orders I sent 
again to repeat It, when Hr. Rottinge final* 
ly secured the services of boys who were un» 
coryteetedly British subjects / and left the 
Camp with all his goods. 

Subsequently I received information to 
the effect that these Indians had returned to 
ths British Protectorate with news of their 
goods being plundered by Liberian soldiers. 

This I most respectfully deny, and stand pre¬ 
pared to prove that there were no Liberian 
soldiers employed In the transportation of 
Hr* Rottinge’s goods and effects from Kolahun f 
across the Boundary, The Transportation was 
made by 'Camp followers 1 who were British 
subjects from the Sierra Leone Protectorate 
seeding jobs at Kolahun, 

I am prepared to give your Excellency any 
further explanation that might be required on 
this matter." 


I hope your Government will excuse the lateness of 
this despatch which is due solely to the reasons set 
forth in my despatch Ho*1305250 addressed to you on the 
4th of May last. 


I have the honour to be. 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 



— 







DEPARTMENT 03? STATE 


NO. 403. 
Consular (F-) 


MONROVIA .LIBERIA* 


July 19, 1912 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of your despatch No. 45 of the 15th Instant, 
transmitting^by direction of your Government 7 copies 
of sworn statement* of witnesses in connection with 
the alleged recent occurences at Kolahun* 


You will please convey to your Government 


the thanka of the Siberian Government for the informa¬ 
tion contained in the documents thus furnished, which 
will no doubt be of great aid nnd assistance to us In 
the investigation of the matter?to which they refer. 


The Government of Liberia deem it expedient 


that the greatest amount of precaution should be exerolaed 
in the handling of a matter of such grave importance.so 
that the ends of justice may not be defeated, and are 
therefore acting accordingly. 


With the aesuranceo of my high esteem and con¬ 


sideration 


1 beg to subscribe myself. 
Your obedient servant, 


To The Acting British Consul-General, 



MONROVIA 








THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

i 

** MONROVIA. 


Hie Britannic Majesty fl s 

Acting Consul General, 
Monrovia, R,£, 


July 6th, 19122 


Sir, 

In connexion with your enquiries reap acting 
my views as to the placing of the Receivers of Customs under the 
new regime* I have the honour to indicate the grounds upon which 
was based my approval of the placing of the British and French 
Receivers respectively on the Anglo-Iiiberian and Franco-LiberIan 
boundarie6| provided the three Receiver© acted in rotation for 
the General Receiver, 

this proviso seems obviously to be necess¬ 
ary if the Receivers are in practice to have equal status! other¬ 
wise the continued presence of the German Receiver at the capital 
would give him precedence by reason of his right repeatedly to act 
for the General Receiver t since he would generally be the Receiver 
nearest Monrovia, 

i 

The preponderance of the interests of the 
banking houses of Kuhn Loeb and Walburg in the new loan, together 
with their intimate business relations, will doubtless provide a 
strong argument from the bankers' point of Tiew for the presence 
at Monrovia of the German Reoelver indentifled with Messrs 
Walburgs' interests; in conpany, of oourse, with the General 
Receiver directly representing Messrs Kuhn Loeb & Co. Addition- 

4 

al strength for this argument will be claimed from the fact that 
German trade Interest© easily predominate in the Republio, It 
may therefore be difficult to arrange for the German Receiver to 
be stationed at any considerable dietanae from Monrovia until the 
new regime has been thoroughly established and the interests of 











rom 



P. 227/L9I2 contn. 1. 

* # 

THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA. 


j 0 His Britannic Majesty’^ 

Acting Consul General 
Monrovia, B*L* 


JuLt 6th. 1912* 19 


bondholders secured by the active operation of the clauses of the 
loan agreement. 

If the foregoing be granted aa an approx¬ 
imately correct resume of the present situation, than I m of the 
opinion tJmt the host position for the British Receiver, for 
upwards of a year at least, would he upon the Anglo-tiberian 
Boundary. In this position he should be able to buys the 
Liberia,-; Severn:?ant from a recurrence of man> of the BerlcUB 
difficultiee that have beset Its feeble s.dmini strati or of the 
north-east frontier during recent years. *s Chief 'Inspector of 
Custoins I h?v 5 repeatedly assured the Govermrent that the only way 
In which the malpractices of Liberian officers on the boundary oan 
be effectually prevented. Is by the appointment of e European 
official tc organise and oontrol at least the Customs aervloe In 
the north-west districts. I regret that ovine to the urgent 

demands of Monrovia I have not been able to proceed to the boundary 
myself, in accordance with a suggest ion of the Cabinet that ?b 
aogr an olrotostances permitted I should do so. I have, however, 
been able to obtain the signature of Hie Excellency the President 
to an Executive Order prohibiting the collection of Customs duties 
by unauthorised cfficorn, which ie already having an effect upon 
the conduct, of Coimsiesionoro and military officere on the Frontier. 

It may be expected that the Liberian O-overn- 
aent will proteet agalnet the placing of the French Receiver on 
the Franco-Liberlan boundary. To be consistent the Oovemmont may 
also protest against the plaolne of the British Reoelver on the 









fn reply refer to 




Consular [Y] 


No. 1206335 


r 



Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


June 13th, 1912. 19 


Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of your despatch Uo.49 of the lTth inst,, 
intimating that the Sierra Leone Government had 
informed you that in viev of the unfriendly action 
on the part of the Liberian Officials in destroy¬ 
ing three cairns which had been erected by the 
Boundary Commietioa, the Acting Governor, in ac¬ 
cordance with instructions received from His 
Britannic Majesty's Government, hae terminated the 
work of the Boundary Commission and recalled the 
British Boundary Commie*?loners; and that the Acting 
Governor hae taken steps* which he considers necessary 
to ensure respect for the provisional boundary and 
protection of the rights of British subjects on the 
frontier* 

In reply, I beg to say* that I have been 
directed by the President to state, that the action 
of His Majesty's Government in terminating the work 
of the Boundary Commission, without any reference 
to the Government of Liberia who is a party to the 
said Commission is quite surprising and incomprehen¬ 
sible to His Excellency; especially in view 


of 

To The Acting British Consul-General, 


-ZT.A 



MONROVIA* 






of the reason assigned in your said despatch for the 
actions taken by His Majesty's Government, a© no re¬ 
port c have been made to the Liberian Government of 
the further destruction, by Its officials, of cairns 
which had been erected by the Boundary Coamvi salon, 
other than those reported in your despatch No* IE of 
the 14th of March last addreened to the President, 
who not only immediately repudiated and denounced 
the notions of the official v.ho threw down the cairns 
but also made due apology to Hie Majesty's Government 
for such unfortunate actions of an official of his 
Government a© set out in hi© despatch to you 17o*261/ 
*12, of the I5xh of March last- This having been 
done, and which was all that could, under the circum¬ 
stances, be required of one friendly State by another 
Hie Excellency had good reason© for believing that 
the unfortunate Incident had been dropped by His 
i£ajeety r 3 Government* 

In view therefore of the above facts the 
Liberian Government cannot but most respectfully en¬ 
ter its most solemn protest against the actions of 
His Britannic Majesty 1 ft Government in terminating the 
work of the Anglo-Liberion Boundary Commission with¬ 
out any reference to Liberia whose interact must 
materially suffer ae long as the boundary between 
herself and the Colony of Sierra Leone remain un¬ 
de 1 imited and undefined* 

I am further directed,by His Excellency 
the President, to say, that he it- most anxious to 
know what are the step© which Hie Excellency the 
Acting Governor of Sierra Leone have considered 


necessary 







3 , 


necessary to be taken, "to ensure reeepct for the 
provisional boundary and protection of the rights 
of British subjects on the frontier-" 

1 have the honor to be. 


Sir, 


Tour obedient servant. 



■ HLb 



In reply refer to 

Consular {P.) 



Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia* 


1205297. 


Hay 30th 1912. ig 


Sir t 


In reply to your despatch Ho, 37, of the 


% 


20th inst*, informing the Liberian Government that It 
is reported that Liberians have recently been taken 
into slavery In other parte of Africa, and that Kroo~ 
men are being shipped by steamers on the Liberian 
Coast and landed without their consent at Fernando 
Poo, where they find themselves forced to work in 
plantations, I have now the honour to inform you 
that your said despatch has been laid before Hie 
Excellency the President of Liberia, who fully appre¬ 
ciates the interest taken by Hie Britannic Majesty's 
Government in the treatment of Liberian citizen* and 
subjects shipped as laborers in foreign parts, and ha 
has decided to send a special Commission to the Island 
of Fernando Poo and other West African ports to which 
LiberIans are shipped as laborers for the purpose of 
making full and careful enquiry and investigationc on 
the spot into these charges of illtreatment of Li* 
berian citizens and subjects. 


Pending the despatch of this Commission and 


the completion of its work the Liberian Government 
will issue strict instructions to the several Shipping 


% 


Masters 


To Thi Acting British Consul General 



MONROVIA 







directing them to enforce most effectively the pro- 
viclone of the Act® of the Legislature regulating the 
Shipping of laborere from Liberia to foreign parte* 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant t 

TV *» 

) 


Secretary of State, 







From 



E CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

• MONROVIA. 


To 




Y* H* Parks^ Esq, , 

, H. Bp II, ^Consul General* 
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_ 


Honrovla, R»L 


' a: cist. ruly 






fir, 









I have the honour to submit, for the 
inf o relation of His Pritannic Majesty’s Govt rnment , the follow- 
ins particulars concerning the Act of the Liberian Legislature, 
approved February 5th. 1912, author!sine the issue of "Three 
per cent indeltgenets certificates of the Republic of Liberia"* 

The first section of the Act should be 
amended to read "All persons having claims against the Republic 
ol Liberia oriyinating from the let* day of J anua ry to the 
30th* of September, 1911, , The words "1st, day of 
January to the" were inadvertently omitted from the printed 
copy of the Act which has been circulated, 

This Act was primarily intended to provide 
for local indebtedness incurred by the Government since the 


cert if ic&tj on o- outstanding Claims to be met by the proposed 
loan, i,e #l claim*, arleinr since January let. 1911, Although 
the Act naken r.o provision for local debt incurred since the 
clo^e of the financial year ( September 30th, 1911 ) , I am 
informed -iiat the scope of the Act map be extended to cover 
all local indebtedness not otherwise provided for aj the date 
ul tj.c establishment of the projected Receivership, To this 

end the Act will he allowed to remain inoperative until the new 

... £ 

loan is effected. The Honourable Secretary of tic Treasury 
agrees with me that to deal onl 2 r * ith a portion of the 
unregistered debt would be unwifee at the present Juncture, 














From 



cent c, £* 

THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF 

MONROVIA. 


CUSTOMS, 


To 


—- 




r„ Y. h. ?. rke Esq. , 

H, B . ! r . Consul General, 

ironxuvi a, K.L, 1's.y 21st. 1912. 

* - .. /.9 

_ ^ 

" -V • " • 

The ln<iificrlainHt« icsimr.ec of "Gevcmjri«nt_ paper" must oof't'- 
conterTperaneteubly with, or preffiral.-lj prior to s the nfict 
registration of internal &tfct* 

I have reason to believe that the Govern¬ 
ment is not v/itheut hope that all outstanding claim? vlll be 
met T rem lean fund*; and tide would afford an additional excuse 
for allowing the Act to remain in abeyance, I an afraid, 
however, that re far there are but few Indie* tiens, if any, 
that this ho; e will be fulfilled* 


In Ms report to the Scnute **nd House of 
Representatives the Secretary of the Treasury estimated the 
nominal total of the Public Debt te be ^ 1,546,756,00 on 
December 31st. 1910, *o adjust which the loan of & 1,700,000,00 
was authorised, The claims resist ©rod by the Internal Debt 
CennisEjUUj aggregs ting # 587,000*00 and included in the total 
representing the Public Debt, will dt-ubtlcss be reduced by the 
tcr? F of settlement accepted by creditors* The margin, however^ 
between the lean figure and the total registered debt will 
probably be regarded as too snail *o admit of additions to 
the lutter clu.rcefc.ble against the loan. Since the finding 
of the Debt jQemicsien further claims to the extent of 
$ 201,000,00 weire outstanding on Septcnibcr 30th* 19 J 1 * 

Although certain of those claims have recently been placed 
against Customs duties ( &^ockB ol gin and tobacco in seme 
cases being accumulated to effect a clearance of Treasury 
pjipor ) it is probable that fresh claims will Iceep the total 
















From 



To 


conttf, 3* 

t 

THE CHIEF. INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 
" MONROVIA, 

IU Y. H. F. rkt Ear,, , 

H, B* J\ Acting Consul General, 


34fcrircvi&$' RpL* 


Ysy Slit' 1912. !9 
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af-* t‘ tl ur.rc jif:t ered deM incite fregior. of ^ 200,000.00* 

. 

It Ic obvious, therefore, th* t if all outstanding deist ie covered 
by the now luun the whole of the borrowed sum will be pheorbed 
in r of undine arranecnents, and not: .ing will he left for 
development purposes. Whether or not this will cult the 
bunkers romp.iris to be aeon. 

I h^vc the honiur to h& f 


Sir, 

Your Obcdlent S orvant, 


Chief Inspector of Customs* R.L. 












DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
MONROVIA. 


in replying 
refer to 

Sems B i p 1 orna t i c 




May 11th t 1912, 


Sir, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatch Ho * 35 of yesterday and to say in reply 
that Lieut, Morris whq officially reported his arrival 
in this City on yesterday informs the Government that 
he left Colonel Lomax at Loma in the Bella Country on 
his way down to Monrovia and Commissioner Cooper at 
Zui f a town in the Golah Section of the country, who was 
also on hi© way down * From the above statement of 
Lieut, Morris it i© quite evident that Colonel Lomax 

and Commissioner Cooper are at present not only far away 

* 

from the English border but are nearing Monrovia, 

I hope therefore to be able within a few days hence to 
inform you of the arrival in Monrovia of these two of- 

( t 

fici&le of Government, 

With reference to the work of the Boundary 
Commission being postponed until Colonel Lomax and Hr> 
Cooper*© arrival In Monrovia become quite certain* the 
President instructs me to say that while he is most an¬ 
xious to do everything within hie power to remove the 
existing unpleasant condition of affair© on the Anglo-* 
Liberian border and to which end he has and ie still 


To Hi© Britannic Majesty T © 
Acting Consul-General, 


MONRO V I A . 


_Z A 










refer to 

serij^C angular (F.} 
No. 1205236. 


Department of State, 

Monrovia, Liberia. 

* 


May 6th # 1912. 19 

Blr, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of you despatch Ho, 31 of the 2nd Inst,* intimating 
that Mr. G, Mason who has "been appointed by the Presi** 
dent of Liberia to succeed Ur. J, E. Barnes as the 
principal representative of the Liberian Government 
on the Boundary Commission is not considered by the 
Government of Sierra Leone to be sufficiently qualified 
to fill such an important position, and that the Secre¬ 
tary of State for the British Colonies has been so in¬ 
formed ♦ 


I Have the honor to be* 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant* 



The Acting British consul-General , 


MONROVIA 







April 9th, 1912, 


Hono raile k . 7,S.Parka, 

Acting British Consul -General, 

Monrovia. 

Sir: 

I am directed by HIs Excellency the President to in¬ 
form you that he has received commwitcations from the Hon¬ 
orable Secretary of State King t from Kolahun, dated March 
30th, in which he expresses great surprise and pain at the 
unfortunate turn which conditions on the boundary took 
during his absence on the Franco-Liberion boundary. It is 
evident from what the Secretary of State says i-’taS he was 
in ignorance of the serious situation on the border, inas¬ 
much as the telegrams of His Excellency to the Secretary 
of State were only delivered to him on his return to Kola- 
hun. Ee expresses surprise, moreover, as he teas on the 
most friendly terms with the British officials on the border. 

Saptain LeHesurier, District Commissioner of the Hail¬ 
way District , wished to meet the Secretary of State on 
March 27th to inaugurate, on a request of the Secretary of 
State to Ets Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
measures to preserve peace on the border and to prevent 
raids of the subjects of one Government upon subjects of the 
other. Shis meeting teas postponed until April 20th as the 

ML.fK 4-1 
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•% 

» Secretary of State only arrived at Eolahun at the end of 

March . 

Hi3 Excellency received a cable this morning from 
Colonel Moort to the effect that Colonel Lomax, Lieutenant 
Morris and Commissioner Cooper mere on their may to Mon¬ 
rovia through the interior, and that he and the Secretary 
of State were proceeding to Freetown en route for hone. 
This, of course, cancels the meeting of the Secretary of 
State and Captain LeMesurier . 

His Excellency hopes to have a conference with you 
on the arrival of the Secretary of State in order that the 
whole situation might be fully discussed t 


I have the honor to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant. 





Secretary to the President 


/ 








129/L912. 



CHIEF 


INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 


MONROVIA. 


To 


April tth, 191,,. /g 

* m 


CUBTOMB RKVKKOK QT TITS HKPOTHC OF LIBKRIA. 


1907 - 1911 


Year ended 
December 31st. 

Total -Gu-etons 
Revenue* 

Increase. 

pecrease* 

1907 

/ 370,968.08 



1908 

348,636.44 


22,331.64 

1909 

392,990.29 

44,353*65 


1910 

362,137*70 


30,852.59 

1911 

450,853.74 

88,716.04 



Average Custgj&H Revenue 

fur Five Year^, 1907-11 .* ft 300,117.25 


Analysis of Customs Revenue for Year ended December 31st. 1911 


Specific Import 
Specific Isqport 
Ad Valoruai 
Storage Rent 
2 ? Kon-Coneular 


322,170*77 
47 ( 447*2# 
76,194*72 
323,33 
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Hon . M. K. II. Parhs, 

Hi 3 3ri tonic Majesty >3 Acting Consul-General, 
M Q 11 H 0 VIA. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch Ho .17 of the 33rd of March idiiah reached me yesterday 
on my return from the river . 

In reply I most respectfully beg to say that im¬ 
mediately after our conversation on Saturday, the 23rd, I cabled 
the third recall of Messrs. Lomax, Cooper, Morris, and Secretary 
Sing, as per copy shown you . I have further to state, as you 
have seen from the ansioers of Messrs . Lomax and Cooper bearing 
date of January 27th, that long before any charges or complaints 
were alleged by His Majesty's Government, I recalled these 
officials because I felt that they were not the proper persons 
to carry out my policy . 

I am indeed sorry that the actions of the Liberian 
officials have so far incensed His Majesty's Government as to 
cause them to decide upon the course they have. 


-ZT.A .do. 




- 2 - 

I am doing my utmost to have these officials removed 
from the boundary loithin the tine Itmtt, for, as you knots, I 
cabled on Saturday last that they must leave the boundary by all 
means not later than the 25th instant. But as / learn that a 
steamer is due in harbor tomembm I shall send up Colonel Isaac 
Mbort with full instructions to compel the immediate return of 
these officials. Should these measures fail to effect their re¬ 
moval within the desired period, due to lack of facilities for 
rapid transportation, I am confident that Bis Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment mill be gracious enough to make a reasonable extension of 
the tine stated. 

It Is my firm determination to have these officials of 
the Frontier force, as well as the District Commissioner, account 
for the repeated disobedience of their orders . 

With assurances of my high personal esteem and con¬ 
sideration for yourself, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient serbant. 
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March IS i J9Z2, 

The Honorable 

M. Y , if. Sartos, 

/fiffl i?H ionic Jfcjtaiy *s Acting Consul ^Genera 2 , 
MONRO VIA . 


ify jDear Jf r; 

Z ftaye t** fronor ip ac&nowitfdp* i?ie rtfCJifjit a/ your 
eow'iuaicatfon //$ * 15 daig the 14th Mutant, referring 

to the interview we had yesterday re the recent Cablegram you 
received from your Government touching the actions of certain 
Liberian Officials on the Boundary* 

Words fail me to express how deeply I regret the 
reported conduct of my officials on the Bowidary which has 
caused this most grave and serious situation between our 
Governments * Having just iaften over the reigns of Government, 
and being so determined to dp my utmost to strengthen the bonds 
of friendship I found existing between our tu» ^uermfent#, ond 
having taften such steps as I felt would remove all causes of 
friction on the Boundary, first by promptly recalling Colonel 
Lomax and the District Commissioner of the Tenge a Section, whose 
actions roe felt were not only detrimental to the adjustment of 
the delimitation, but also contrary to the policy and intentions 
of my administration, as well as of promptly repudiating and 
denouncing the action of the o//tcer who threw down the Cairns 
erected by the Comm sstoners, you can imagine, yea, saw how deep* 
ly moved and disappointed I was last evening when you conveyed 
to me the very sad intelligence as well as ms Majesty's Govern* 


meat's decision in the premises . £ven now I have not efficient* 


jL A 
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ly recovered from the shock to he able to find words strong 
enough to fully convey to His /Majesty’s Government my sincere 
and heartfelt regret at what has happened • 

That the Cairns erected were throm down by a Siberian 
officer of the Frontier Force was most alarming to me and cer¬ 
tainly has my most solemn disapproval and denouncement , and I 

# * 

most earnestly entreat you to find words of the King's language 
strong enough to convey to four Government the very deep regret 
1 feel and which 1 tried to convey to you on yesterdayj and to 
say that if there is anything more I can do to prove to His 
Majesty's Governmnt my sincere regret it will give me pleasure 
to do it . 

I note that His Majesty's Government has been informed , 

* 

or entertains the belief that the offense complained of is 
m CQimtenanced by the Liberian Secretary of State now on the 
border*+ In reply to this I beg to be permitted to say that for 
the Secretary of State to assume such an atttdude is beyond my 
conception * Ho one knows better than he how deeply anxious and 
determined I am to not only remue every obstacle from the 
boundary but also to be on the most friendly terms with four 
Government t and tftat it was to that end that 1 sent him on the 
boundary to investigate and report on conditions along all lines 
so that we might be able to establish and maintain peace and 
harmony * There is no member of my Cabinet who is in fuller ac- 
cord and harmony with me in the object above expressed than the 
Secretary of state, and tt was with the hope of assisting me to 
execute these objects that he himself suggested that he be sent 
on the mission t as he had before been on a previous mission to 
the Golonp and met with such success with officials there + 




& 
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1 have, however, to say that while it is impossible 
for me ta conceive of the Secretary *b being so indiscreet in 
the discharge of the duties of his high off tee and of the 
courtesies due from one State to another, to say nothing of 
Zauto of Nat ions, still having been apprised by you of the 
belief shared by Your Government of the Secretary's counte¬ 
nancing the offense complained of, I to-day cabled him to re¬ 
turn home once for explanations, in keeping with my verbal 
promise to you yesterday, and sincerely hope that he will be 
able to clearly prove to Your Government and me that he has 
not been guilty of such a grave charge « 

That *Mis Bri tonic Majesty * $ Government have with¬ 
draw the British Commissioners from the Boundary Commission, 
and under the circumstances the British Government will occupy 
and administer whatever territory on the frontier they deem 
necessary for the proper carrying out of the delimitation of tlm 
Liberian-Sierra Leone Boundary* is also to be regretted by me, 
and with reference the rs to tJi# Liberian Government, insisting 
upon the fact that it has not condosneed or encouraged any action 
upon the part of its officials that would tend to impede the 
harmonious progress of the delimitation, must most respectfully 
solemnly protest. This action on the part of His Britanic 
Majesty's Government allows us no opportunity of replacing these 
tactless officlals with effident ones, a step which my Govern - 
ment has already tahen. Jfowever, in the last phrase of the above 
sentence, "the proper carrying out of the delimitation of the 
Liberian-Sterra Leone Boundary," I trust I see a glimmer of hope 
that after the receipt of this, together with whatever other 












f t? ft < 



satisfact ion X can give, it may yet be possible £o re-establish 
the Status 2uo , and that 4y our removing everything that is 
object tenable to Tour Government and ourselves it will be pos¬ 
sible for the delimitation to proceed* 


Accept my heartfelt thanks for the very frfnd service 


you rendered me when you communicated to Your Government "how 
deeply I regreted the grave situation incurred by Ztbertan 
Frontier Officials in not carrying out my instructions to assist 
in every way possible and peaaably the mrk of the Boundary 
Commission 


Be pleased to convey to Your Government my sincere and 


heartfelt thanks for the great consideration and sympathy they 
have shown towards me in this unfortunate occurrence t for while 
the situation is serious and grave enough still I recognize that 
but for the very friendly feelings which Mis Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment entertains f and has always manifested towards the Mepubltc 
of Liberia, it would be far worse with us. 


*rith renewed assurances of the sincere friendship which 


*y for Mis Britonic Majesty's Government , 

and of great personal esteem and consideration for yourself, 


I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 



\ 





Kolahun, 


24th February 1912. 


Your Excellency, 

I regret having to bring to your notice 
the fact that since my arrival upon the N, W. frontier of 
Liberia several towns well within th# Tengea Country have 
been attacked and burnt by native raiders who it would seem 
have taken up temporary residence within British territory. 

UZhen these attacks are repulsed by Li* 
berian troops the raiders immune themselves by crossing over 
the bopder into British territory. 

It must be quite obvious to Your Excellprtf 
cy that such a state of affairs if permitted to continue 
will in no doubt impede the work of the delimitation Commis¬ 
sion now sitting which I am sure it is the earnest desire of 
both of our Governments to avoid. 

To realise this desire of our Governments 
it is therefore absolutely necessary that we have the co¬ 
operative assistance of the Government of Sierra Leone in 
punishing these raiders. 

This assistance could be given by your 
Commissioner assembling all of the Chiefs of the Tengea Chief- 
dom and formally announcing to them in the presence of our 
Comnpilssioner or representative that the Tengea Country has 
been definitely reepgnlsed by H. B. M's, Government as Li¬ 
berian Territory and as forming the North west boundary be¬ 
tween the Colony of Sierra Leone and Liberia and that the 
SiaPra Leone Government will not permit any portion of 
British territory to be used as a basis of attack upon the 
troops or subjects of a friendly foreign State, and further 
that all persons engaged in hostilities against the Liberian 



Government fleeing into British territory for safety will 
he given protection by K, B, M f s* Government of Sierra 
Leone provided they immediately disarm themselves and- do 
not recroes the border, 

I am of the opinion that if such a proceedure 1 b follow-* 

ed these raids will be immediately checked f and the delimit a* 

* 

tion Commission will be able to proceed on with its work 
without shy hindrance or other embarrassments, 

As Your Excellency will remember the above suggested 
proceedure was followed by Your Government in the handing 
over of the llorro District and by my Government in the hand¬ 
ing over of the Kanre Lahun District, 

Before closing I beg to notify Your Excellency that 
my Government will insist upon the demarcation of the bound¬ 
ary starting from the meeting point on the Mo a River of the 
Tengea and Kunyo sections of the Kiss! Country and from no 
other point in keeping with the provisions of paragraph "a" 
of ARTICLE I, of the Convention of January 1911, concluded 
between the British Government and the Government of Siberia. 

Mr* Twe who bears this despatch in person to Your Ex¬ 
cellency will be pleased to give you any information you 
may desire touching these raids on the frontier. 

Please accept Your Excellency the renewed assurances 
of my high esteem and consideration, and in which sentiments 
I beg to subscribe myself, 

4 

Your obedient servant, 

SIGHED, C* D. B. KING, 

Secretary of State* 

His Excellency 

Sir Edward Merewhether, K. C* ( V, 0. # 

Governor of Sierra Leone, 






In reply refer to 

ConguUr (F*} 

73 ^^ 1203107 . 


1203101 . 


Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


Sarah 1, 1912. 


19 
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With reference to your Jio. 9 of February 23rd 


♦ 


ultimo, calling the attention of the Liberian Government to 
the alleged notions of Liberian troops In removing the 
cairns erected by the boundary commleeioners and also of the 
action of the Liberian Commiesloner at Foya who refuses to 
recognise the boundary fixed by the Boundary Commie sioners; 
which delays are aeriouely affecting the work of the Boundaiy 
Commlssioners, and creating heavy claims against this Govern¬ 
ment, and also in which you state that the arbitary actions 
of the Liberian officers and troops have materially upset the 
agreement of Hay 1911 respecting the delimitation Of the 
boundary arrangements, I have the honor to say in reply, that 
the Liberian Government proposes to do all in itsi power to 
further the work of the boundary delimitation, the troops 

in Interfering with the Cairns as alleged were not acting 

« 

under orders from the Government, and in order to prevent 
any further complaints of this nature and as well to facili¬ 
tate the completion of the boundary delimitation, the 
Government recently rtquested His Excellency C, p # p, King, 
the Secretary of State to proceed to Sierra Leone and after 
conferring with the Governor to proceed to the Boundary and 
endeavor to bring about order in the district; in the mean¬ 
time Commiesloner Cooper and Colonel Lomax of the Liberian 
Frontier Force were recalled to report at once at Monrovia; 
and a Mr. Twe sent to replace Commissioner Cooper, with 


% 


instructions 


II* Y, H* Parke, Eeqr* t 

H. B* U 1 s. Acting Consul General 
Monrovia, 








3 . 


Instructions to Keep the peace of the borders and endeavor 
to establish the most friendly relations with the officials 
on the British aide. Mr* King the Secretary of State is still 
away upon the discharge of this duty and of trying to bring 
about peace and harmony on the frontier. 


It is hoped by the Liberian Government that these 


steps win renove whatever friction exists and restore peace 
and good feelings on the frontier. 


Tith assurances of my highest consideration and 


esteem t 


I have the honor to be , 


Sir, 








From 

THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA. 


To 


His Britannia Majesty*s Acting 
Consul Central, 
MOHROYXA. 


Pebruary let. 1312. 19 

• P 


Sir, 


I have the honour to forward herewith 
an annual Return of Shipping for the Port of Monrovia for 1311, 
together with a table showing the increase or decrease in 
the total shipping of each nationality in comparison with the 
previous year. 




I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant , 


Chief Inspector of Custom®, H,£, 


Z A /A 










REPUBLIC 01 LIBERIA. 


hi t uia r or shtppiho tor thx port oj umjroyia tor ttiar xnbcd 

T.«maiRTO 31ST , 1911. 


Rationality 

Ho. Of 
Toesalt 

Tomiftgft 

Total 

Cargo 

Ballast 

Qtrm&n 

235 

636485 

6934 

543419 

British 

176 

360198 

1420 

381618 

Bp anifth 

24 

35494 


35494 

Tr#nch 

£ 

4490 


4490 

Amtric&a 

£ 


3488 

3486 

Dutch 

£ 

2658 


2666 

Italian 



BOO 

800 

Libtrlan 

• 

1 


770 

770 

TOTAL 

443 

959325 

13412 

972737 

L 
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Include* Wars hip ft * 
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CHI XT ITOPJCTOR OJ CUSTOMS, R.L 
































kkpdbiic oy Liberia. 

COVPARATIFE RKTTOH 0!-’ SKIPPING FOR VHE PORT OF VOWROTIA FQ1 
T"2 YEARS 19X0 AND 1911, 


Nationality 

timber 

Of VoEtielB * 


Tonnage 


1910 

1911 

Incr, 

Deer, 

1910 

1911 

Incr, 

Fecr. 


:.30 

236 

5 


500450 

643419 

42964 


nrltleh 

127 

176 

49 


270009 

36X618 

103529 


Spttni »h 

17 

24 

7 


24121 

36494 

11373 


Frcnob 

4 

2 


2 

2745 

4490 

1745 


American 

6 

2 


4 

19550 

3486 


15662 

Dutch 


2 

2 


6500 

265b 


3842 

0 Italian 


1 

1 



a 00 

600 


Liberian 


1 

1 


* 

770 

770 


Total 

364 

443 

Incr, 59 

651260 

972737 

Incr 

. 




# 




141477 


Including Wuchlpe. 



CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUpTOHS, R.L. 












































From 


To 


THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS. 

MONROVIA. 

Hi» Britannic Kajaaty'a 

Acting Consul-general, 


Honroyia, R.L. 


January 27th. 1912. w 


Sir, 


I ha to tlit honour to acquaint you with 

certain of tho suggestions I have mad* to tho Government of 

Liberia for tho Improvement and strengthening of tho Custom* 

Sorvic* and to facllltato tho work of th* projected Receiver* 

ahip, with special reference to tho Eru Coast* 

Hy visit to tho Kxu Cout in tho course 

of a tour in loYembor and December last was mad* at a most 

opportune tl®*„ X found that at both Saostown and Grand Cobs, 

tho two largo at towns on tho Kru Coast, th* Custom Houses had 

boon broken op os by Eruboys and baggage abstracted in defiance 
^ . _ _ . a acquaintance 

of tho Custom* officer*. Thanks to my previous with tho 

people of both towns, and to th* fact that th* incidents had 

occurred Just prior to my visit, I was ablo to arrest th* 

disorder without much difficulty and to arrange for tho pay* 

mint to tho Government of amount* covering tho ous* estimated 

to have boon loot In duties. 


Is my report to tho Government I attributed 
th* wakening of Custom* control on th* Kru Coast to two cause*: 
the Impion that th# supervision of turopcaa Officials was 
withdrawn, and tho appointment of unreliable and incompetent 
Custom* offleers* 

To remedy th# unsatisfactory atat* of 
affairs now or 1 sting I have Fad* th* following suggestions to 
th* Government* 


_ZT. /K . /i 













From 

^•THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA. 

To 


1. Withdrawal of the Bight or Bntry from the Port* * of 

tittoo , Settra Kru, Bottom, Flaaninay Co**, Oarraway , Wightown 
with Eoclrtown, «Jid Half CaTally, 

2. Proclamation of the Port* of Bn try of the Bapmfclie, &• 

from date of Act closing minor Port*, This date to he fixed to 

* 

ail aw sufficient time for the Captains of all West African 
Steamers to become acquainted with the new regulations. 

3. Extension to all Forts of the Republic of the effect of 

Customs Notice Ho, 14 of 1909, prohibiting the landing in 

' 

tauoes of ship-boys and labourers and their baggage p and 
requiring the provision of boats for the purpose by Steamship 
Agents* 

4* Official registration at Sasstown and Grand Cess of all 
ship-boys and labourers awaiting shipment* Labour returns to 
be forwarded regularly to Monrovia for the information of 
Steamship Agents* 

5* Substantial Custom Houses to be built without delay at 

Sasstown and Grand Cos*, and inhabit 

* 

6* Appointment ef Coastguard Officer* to certain of the 
slosed Forts. 






pHOni 

^%THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 

MONROVIA. 

To 



As you art aware, there ha* been some 

reluctance on tho part of the Goto acumen t for seme years past 

tp publish a consist« list of Forts of in try, sines it was woll 

known that certain Forts had boon opened but no Customs 

officers wort stationed at them* The reasons I haws given for 

my proposal te close tho Forts In question are;* 

1. They weaken Customs administration* 

2* They yield practically no revenue. * 

3* They are quits unnecessary* Without them tho 

Liberian coast would bo as freely provided with Forts 
of in try as any other littoral of the same length in 
West Africa* 

4* They provide an excuse for vessels hovering off 
unguarded points of the coast* 

5* They offer great f sell! tlee for smuggling, 

6*- They are exceedingly difficult to supervise. 

?• They are an unnecessary expense to the Government. 

■At places like Wlffoo and Settra Kru there 
is usually no officer to collect headmen!ts er baggage 
duties —* an absurd state of affairs for a Fort of Xntry* 
The result is that Captains of Vessels come to regard our 
Customs Regulations In the lightest manner. I believe 
I am correct in saying that the closure of these Ports 
will meet with the approval of all merchants at present 
established in Liberia. It would, I am confident, vastly 
strengthen Customs administration before it passes Into 
the hands of the forthcoming Receivership* ■ 


The prohibition of the landing of ship-boys 
and labourers in canoes at Seestown and Grand Cess is desired 

by the Kings of those towns* The Kings complain that they 

+ 

cannot prevent canoes from landing baggage at places other than 
Government Wharf, and the prevision of boats would solve the 
difficulty* 


The centralisation and registration of 
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ICru labour at Monrovia, 5a setown, Grand Cees and Cap# Fallows 
would avoid friction and at the earns time be advantageous to 
Steamship C#ii>anieB f which could ascertain at what Port ship- 
boys and labourer* were available, and in what number* 

These four Porte already supply the najority of Kruboye for 
the Coast, and the closure of minor Porte will net in any way 
affect the number of boys available for shipment. On the 
contrary, the fact that Steamship Companies will be kept 
advised of the number of boys awaiting shipment at certain 
Ports will induce the boys to proceed to these Ports without 
hesitation, whereas at present they are uncertain as to the 
Ports to which they should proceed for early shipment p and in 
consequence the number of boys ready at any Port on the Kru 
Coast is seldom sufficient to satisfy the requirements of a 
vessel calling for labour* 

His Ixcellency the President has expressed 
himself in favour of the proposals indicated herein* 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 



Chief Inspector of Customs, mi* 





In reply refer to 
SdS^Conaular IF) 
No. 1201056 


Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


January 19th, 1912. fg 




Sir, 

With reference to your despatch Ho .5 of 
the 16th instant and your observations made there¬ 
in upon the protest set out in my despatch to you, 
Ho. 120101 of the 6th instant re the killing of 
LIberian subjects by British troops within territo¬ 
ry stated by the Government of Sierra Leone to be 
a neutral pone on the Anglo-Liberian border, 1 beg 
to say that the Government of Liberia cannot, in 
the absence of positive proof submitted by the Gov* 
ernment of Sierra Leone, admit the charges preferred 
against its officials dn the Anglo-Liberian frontier 
as mentioned in your despatch* 

2. With regard to the Statement made in 
your said despatch to the effect that "the place 
where the Liberian soldiers were killed was with¬ 
in British territory where they had no right to be," 
1 have most respectfully to submit that in this re - 
spent you are, In ray opinion somewhat in error, as 

the 

To His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul General P 
British Consulate-General, 



MONROVIA* 







the town of BohIn upon which the attack is alleged 
to have been made by Liberian troope 1 b one of the 
tome situated In the neutral none in the Anglo-Li - 
berian lorder as fixed by the Government of Sierra 
Leone- This view of the Liberian Government is 
fully borne out in your despatch Ho* 1 of the 4th 
instant in which you stated as follows: 


•Sir, 

I have the honour to inform 
your Excellency that 1 am just in re¬ 
ceipt of a telegram from His Excellency 
the Governor of Sierra Leone reporting 
that on the 1st instant the Liberian 
troops attacked the town of Behln which 
is in the neutral pone on the frontier- 
The attack was repulsed by British 
troops, four Liberians being killed in 
action ,* 


In view therefore of the above statement the Libe¬ 
rian Government is not only justified in denying 
that the alleged attack of Liberian troops was 
made upon British territory, but also in emphasiz¬ 
ing its protest made in my said despatch Ho, 

130101 of the 5th instant. 

3- With reference to the claims for com¬ 
pensation for damages said to have been done by 
the troops of the Liberian Republic In an attack 
alleged to have been made by them upon the town 
of Kamagbodu which you informed ms would be pre¬ 
sented by you in due course to the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment, t beg to state that until the work now in 


progress 




progress , of the accurate delimitation of the 
boundary shall have been accomplished, thereby de¬ 
finitely loopting the a&id tom of K&magbodu, I 
do not think that Hie Majesty's Government would 
be justified in presenting claims for damages 
alleged to have been consultted by Liberian troops 
within terrotiry which is not yet definitely 
known to be British* 

4 k In submitting to you these views of 
the Liberian Government, I have been also instruct¬ 
ed by His Excellency the President of Liberia to 
bring to your notice the reports received by him 
from the Anglo-Liberian border, to the effect that 
British territory is being used, by the permission 
and with the sanction of the British Officials on 
the border as bases of attack upon Liberian troops, 
and to notify you that claims for damages sustained 
by Liberian troops and Liberian subjects from such 
actions in the part of British Officials will also 
be presented to His Britannic Majesty's Government 
in due course. 

The President hopes in the meantime that 
there will be no further developments on the bor¬ 
der between the officials and troops of both Gov* 
ernmente that will hinder or impede the work of 
the delimitation now in progress or mar the friend¬ 
ly relations now existing between our respective 
Governments which it is his earnest and sincere 
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desire to maintain unimpaired. 

With renewed assurances of my high es¬ 
teem and distinguished considerations, 

Believe me to he, 

Sir, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 



To Hie Britannic Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General, 

British Consulate-General, 


MONROVIA , 







In reply refer to 

onsul&r (F*) 
Na 1201033. 


Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


January 16 th 1912, 19 


I hmTe the honor to aoknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch So* 4 t of yesterday, enoloslng a list of the 
original documents rolled upon by Mr* D. Attia, In support 
of hit olains against the Liberian Government, which docu- 
menta were also handed me in person by your good self on 
yesterday* 



I hare the honor to be. 


Sir 


Your obedient servant; 



Hit Britannic Majesty** Acting Consul General , 


MONROVIA 


JLA. S 









I ft reply refer to 

39^ Ccntmar <*.; Department of State, 

No. 120101. Monrovia, Liberia. 

... * 

* 

January 5tii 1312, 19 


Sir;- 

Yo^v despatch of yesterday* informing me that you were just in 
receipt of a telegram from the Government of Sierra Leone reporting that 
on l*t* instant the Literian troop® attached the town of Beblu, and 
that the attack was repulsed by British troops,, four Liberian® being 

3cilled » been laid before His Excellency the President, who 

now directs toe to say that he exceedingly regret® the incident on the 
frontier between British and Liberian troops as alleged by His Britannic 
majesty*a Government of Sierra Leone * as well as the delay which must 
necessarily attend the work of the boundary Commission in consequence 
thereof, and to assure you that instructions will he immediately sent 
to tne Liberian officials on the frontier to observe most strictly the 
►terms of the prortsional agreement entered into between the Government 
of Sierra Leone and the Republic of Liberia in the month of Kay last 
year pending the boundary delimitation®* 

I act further directed by Mis Excellency the President to say, that 
wmte he is most anxious to put forth every effort to facilitate the 
work of the boundary Commission, yet he cannot permit the incident of 
the killing of Liberian subject® by British troop® within the*aeutral 
zor.e ,f on the frontier to pas® without recording the solemn protest of 
his Government against such action® on the part of the British troops. 

1*he President however, hope® that these occurrences on the Anglo- 
Liberian frontier will not in any way mar the moot friendly relation® 

which 

K* Y, H. Park®, Eeqr., 

Acting H* B* y*®* Coneul General, 


Monrovia* 
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which so happily e^ibt between the Sierra Leone and Liberian Admin is 
trations at the present moment, 

With assurances of my high consideration, 

I beg to subscribe myieif. 

Your oh vilent servant; 









